[Study of the electrophysiological properties of bretylium tosylate in man].
The electrophysiological changes induced by bretylium tosylate have been studied in 22 patients during the 45 minutes following the intra-atrial injection of the drug at the dose of 5 mg/kg. The potential in the bundle of His was measured, and the stimulus-test method used to determine the refractory period. The results were subjected to Student's test. The sinus rate increased after bretylium. The A-V nodal conduction time (A-H interval) and infra hisian conduction time (HV interval), evaluated at the same imposed frequency, were not affected. The functional refractory period of the A-Vnode was decreased. The relative refractory period of the His-Purkinje system was increased. Finally, the right auricle showed an increase in its effective refractory period, while that of the ventricle remained unchanged. This study suggests that the electrophysiological effects of bretylium are due both to direct action at the cellular level and to sympathetic activity.